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1 INTRODUCTION 
 

Fish populations within the Beauly district are not only an important and integral feature of its 

aquatic ecosystems, but they also present a valuable resource in terms of the local economy. Their 

full ecological value and economic potential can only be achieved and sustained through careful and 

sustainable fisheries management.  

The following plan has been jointly prepared by the Beauly District Fishery Board (BDFB) and Ness 

and Beauly Fisheries Trust (NBFT). It sets out the priority actions which have been identified for 

managing fish populations within the Beauly district.  

Previous plans were published for the period 2008 to 2010 and the period 2011 to 2013, with this 

current plan representing the third iteration of an ongoing planning process. The plan has been 

published following a wide ranging public consultation with interests including proprietors, anglers 

and Government and non-Government agencies.  
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2 AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 

The overall aim of this fisheries management plan is to provide a framework for the protection and 

enhancement of fish populations within the Beauly district and to ensure that the exploitation of 

such populations by either commercial or recreational fisheries is undertaken in a sustainable 

manner. The plan relates to all native and naturally occurring fish species within the Beauly district 

area, with a particular focus on salmon and sea trout populations due to their economic importance.  

The lifespan of this plan is six years, commencing 30th April 2014 and ending 31st December 2019. 

The success of the management plan will be evaluated on a regular basis against a set of Specific, 

Measurable, Attainable, Relevant and Time-bound (SMART) objectives. These objectives relate to 

the contribution that the plan is making to key life stages of fish and their contribution to local socio- 

economics, as outlined below: 

¶ Maintain or increase the density and distribution of juvenile fish populations; 

¶ Stabilisation or enhancement of the number of resident or returning adults; and 

¶ An increase in the socio- economic value of fisheries within the Beauly district. 

These objectives will be achieved through information gathering, the assessment of the key 

pressures on particular fish populations and the delivery of priority actions required for mitigating 

such pressures.  

Figure 2.1 below was produced by the Institute of Fisheries Management (2012) and outlines the 

thought process that leads from gathering information/describing the fishery, through to the 

production of work programmes and then monitoring to ensure that the aims of the plan are 

achieved. It also emphasises how the evidence and experience gained during management work 

feeds back into the process to give continuous improvements to the system. 
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Figure 2.1 Fishery Management Planning Cycle 
 

 

There are a number of other related plans and projects in existence or in development that 

encompass all of part of the Beauly district. These include the Inverness and Nairn Biodiversity 

Action Plan, the Scottish River Basin Management Plan, the Ness and Beauly Biosecurity Plan. These 

have been taken into account during the production of this fisheries management plan. 

Whilst this plan is intentionally focused on fish, it is intended that the management actions will also 

benefit the wider biodiversity and communities with the Beauly district. The district has been sub-

divided into smaller management units in order that those pressures and associated actions that are 

generic across the district or more specific in nature can be defined. The BDFB and NBFT are 

committed to work with all willing partners to deliver this plan. 
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3 CURRENT FISHERIES MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE 
 

3.1 THE BEAULY DISTRICT FISHERY BOARD (BDFB) 

The Beauly District Fishery Board (BDFB) is the statutory body responsible for the protection and 

enhancement of salmon and sea trout fisheries in the district. It takes its remit from the Salmon and 

Freshwater Fisheries (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 2003 which states that a District Salmon Fishery 

Board may do such acts, execute such works and incur such expenses as may appear expedient for: 

¶ The protection or improvement of the fisheries within their district; 

¶ The increase of salmon (and sea trout); or 

¶ The stocking of the waters of the district with salmon (and sea trout). 

The BDFB finances its work by levying a rate on the salmon fishery owners in the district. This fishery 

assessment is assessed at such uniform rate as is determined for all fisheries in the district by the 

board and shall be exigible according to the valuation of a fishery as entered onto the valuation roll.  

Elected representatives of those salmon fishery owners provide the core of the membership of the 

Board, together with representatives of salmon anglers and other parties who may have an interest 

in salmon stocks or fisheries in the district. It is also usual for salmon nets-men to be represented on 

a Board; however there are currently no active netting stations within the BDSFB area. Board 

members are all volunteers and are non-remunerated for their time and effort.  

3.2 NESS & BEAULY FISHERIES TRUST (NBFT) 

The Ness & Beauly Fisheries Trust (NBFT) is an environmental charity established in 2006 to secure 

the preservation, protection, development and improvement of both the Rivers Beauly and Ness and 

the native fish stocks within their catchments. Overall management of the Trust is undertaken by a 

board of Trustees. The Trust currently employees two full-time members of staff, with seasonal staff 

employed if required. 

The core activities of the Ness & Beauly Fisheries Trust include the collection of data on fish stocks 

within the area. The gathering of this data facilitates the provision of informed advice to the district 

salmon fishery boards and other agencies within the Ness & Beauly catchments. Additionally, habitat 

data is collected to identify, for example, barriers to fish migration that would benefit from remedial 

action. Collaborative research into key issues such as salmon genetics and the causes of the decline 

in sea trout abundance is ongoing. A growing activity of the Trust is the provision of education and 

outreach services. Consultancy services are also provided by Ness & Beauly Fisheries Trust and 

numerous reports and surveys have been commissioned by various projects, individuals and 
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companies including European funded projects. 

3.3 SCOTTISH NATURAL HERITAGE (SNH) 

A number of other bodies are indirectly involved in fisheries management in the Beauly district. 

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) is of particular importance and representatives of this organisation 

have historically been invitees at meetings of the BDFB. 

3.4 SCOTTISH ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AGENCY (SEPA) 

¢ƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ό{9t!ύ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

has been augmented by its responsibilities for implementing the provisions of the EU Water 

Framework Directive. This has given SEPA new powers to regulate abstraction, engineering and 

other activities and has placed a requirement on SEPA to monitor fish populations.  

3.5 MARINE SCOTLAND (MS) 

Marine Scotland (MS) is the directorate of Scottish Government (SG) responsible for marine and 

fisheries issues in Scotland. Marine Scotland Science (MSS), formerly Fisheries Research Services, 

was established as a division of Marine Scotland on 1 April 2009. Its purpose is to provide expert 

scientific, economic and technical advice and services on marine and freshwater fisheries, 

aquaculture, and the aquatic environment and its flora and fauna, in support of the policies and 

regulatory activities of the Scottish Government. 

3.6 OTHERS 

Another key body involved in fisheries management in the Beauly district is SSE, the operator of 

various large scale hydro-electric operations across the district. They employ dedicated fisheries and 

environmental specialist to ensure the potential negative impacts of their schemes are minimised. 

Fisheries proprietors and their staff together with Beauly Angling Club (BAC) are also involved in 

various aspects of fisheries management. 
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4 THE BEAULY DISTRICT 
 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 

The River Beauly drains a catchment of approximately 1000 square kilometres of land thus making it 

the second largest catchment north of the Great Glen. The catchment extends almost to the west 

coast with the most westerly tributaries being only approximately 7km east of Loch Duich. 

For management purposes the district can be sub-divided into five management units as shown in 

Figure 4.1 below. The management units utilised are: 

 
 
 

Figure 4.1 Beauly Management Units 
 

 

Some features of this map are based on digital spatial data licensed from the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, © CEH. Includes material 

based on Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 maps with the permission of the controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown copyright. 

The management units utilised for this plan are: 
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¶ Beauly Coastal 

¶ Lower Beauly 

¶ Upper Beauly 

¶ Farrar 

¶ Glass, Cannich & Affric 

4.2 TOPOGRAPHY 

The mean altitude of the catchment is in excess of 385m and several peaks are in excess of 1000m. 

Steeper gradients and therefore higher flow velocities are typically found in the upper parts of the 

catchment. 

4.3 GEOLOGY 

The Mullardoch and Affric regions of the upper catchment comprise largely of metamorphosed 

sedimentary rocks belonging to the Moine succession. Around Loch Monar there are outcrops of 

older metamorphic rocks. Strathglass is dominated by quartz-feldspar-granulite. The Farrar 

catchment contains quartz-feldspar-granulite, schists and gneiss. The lower catchment is dominated 

by Old Red Sandstone. 

The bedrock geology of the area is illustrated in Figure 4.2 below. 

Figure 4.2 Beauly District Bedrock Geology 

 

BEAULY BEDROCK GEOLOGY

Epidiorite, hornblende-schist and allied types

Granite, syenite, granophyre and allied types

Granitic gneiss

Lower Old Red Sandstone, including Downtonian

Mica-schist, semi-pelitic schist and mixed schists

Middle Old Red Sandstone

Open Water

Porphyrite, lamprophyre and allied types

Quartz-feldspar-granulite

Rhyolite, trachyte, felsite, elvans and allied types

Undifferentiated gneiss

 
Bedrock data, Digital Geological Map of Great Britain 1:625 000 (DiGMapGB-625), British Geological Survey (2003), © and database 
right NERC. 
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Figure 4.3 Beauly District Superficial Geology 

 

BEAULY SUPERFICIAL GEOLOGY

ALV

GSG

PEAT

RMD

SLIP

TILL

UNKND

 

Superficial Deposits data, Digital Geological Map of Great Britain 1:625,000 (DiGMapGB-625), British Geological Survey (2003), © and 

database right NERC 

Key to Superficial Geology: 
 
ALV = Alluvium 
GSG = Glacial Sand and Gravel 
Peat = Peat 
RMD = Raised Marine Deposits 
Slip = Landslip 
Till = Till 
UNKD = Unknown  
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4.4 CLIMATE 

Given the large geographical area covered by the catchment it may be anticipated there is a 

widespread variation in climatic conditions. Examination of Met Office 1971-2000 data indicates that 

the area of the Beauly catchment closest to the Moray Firth has a mean temperature of 7.5-8.5°C, 

annual rainfall of 500-1200mm and 1100-1200 hours of sunshine per annum.  This contrasts with an 

average mean temperature of 1-5°C, annual rainfall of 2800-4400mm and 750-950 hours of sunshine 

in the westerly extremes of the catchment. 

 

4.5 HYDROLOGY 

The National Rivers Flow Archive contains details of historical flow data at several locations within 

the Beauly system. SEPA gauging stations currently operate at Erchless (River Glass), Struy (River 

Farrar) and Red Bridge (River Beauly). 

4.6 WATER QUALITY 

Examination of SEPAs classifications for the Beauly catchment suggests that water quality is 

generally of a high standard. Pollution incidents, however, do occur on occasion and NBFT and BDFB 

remain vigilant in respect of maintaining high water quality standards. Diffuse pollution may also be 

an issue in some agricultural areas of the catchment. 

4.7 LAND USE 

Land use within the Beauly is broadly similar to neighbouring catchments with large areas owned by 

sporting estates and forestry enterprises (often utilised for deer stalking), rough grazing for cattle 

and sheep and both commercial timber forestry and native woodland. The largest urban 

conurbation is Beauly, located in the lower reaches of the River Beauly system. Glen Affric contains 

the third largest remnant of the Caledonian Forest and has been designated as a National Nature 

Reserve. Figure 4.4 below illustrates the land use in the Beauly catchment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

10 

 

Figure 4.4 Land use in the Beauly catchment 

 

 
Land Cover of Scotland data, 1:25,000, MLURI 1993 

 

 

5 FISH AND FISHERIES OF THE BEAULY DISTRICT 
 

5.1 INTRODUCTION 

Electric fishing surveys within the Beauly catchment provide extensive data in respect of the 

distribution and abundance of fish species within the main river systems. Surveys undertaken within 

the coastal district were a key component of the 2008-2010 and 2011-2013 plans and have greatly 














































































































