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The trust will once again 

be attending the Highland-

field sports fair at Moy on 

7th/8th August, this gives 

us the opportunity to raise 

our profile and showcase 

some of the work we do. 

This year we are holding a 

raffle with some fantastic 

prizes. A big thank you to 

all who have donated. All 

proceeds will be utilised in 

helping us to achieve our 

aims in our fisheries man-

agement plan. More details  

on this and other events 

we are taking part in can 

be found in this issue. 

 

Welcome to the 2nd Ness 

and Beauly Fisheries Trust   

newsletter. 

It is that time of year again 

where trusts throughout 

the country are gearing up 

for a busy  summer of 

fieldwork. NBFT are no 

exception with  an ambi-

tious monitoring plan al-

ready underway. It is 

hoped that juvenile sur-

veys will be carried out on 

over 150 sites  throughout 

the Ness and Beauly 

Catchments in the coming 

months. Coastal burn sur-

veys have been completed. 

These burns are thought to 

be important habitats for 

sea trout and early indica-

tions suggest good trout 

numbers along with 

salmon, eels, lampreys and 

flounders. 

Electrofishing site on the 

Culburnie Burn 

The trust has been ham-

pered with a wet start but 

as the season progresses it 

is hoped our aims can be 

achieved. 

We are pleased to an-

nounce that our new web-

site is now up and run-

ning. Although still in an 

early stage of development 

it is hoped it will provide 

an interesting resource for 

information regarding the 

Ness and Beauly catch-

ments. 

If you would like to sup-

port the trust there is a 

paypal option on the web-

site. You can donate by 

simply clicking on the pay-

pal button. 

We can also be found on 

twitter, where we try to give 

regular updates on what we 

are doing . 

www.nessandbeauly.org.uk 

Nbeauly@twitter.com 

A busy time ahead... 
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Support us via paypal. 

July 2015 N e w s l e t t e r  S p e c i a l  p o i n t s  

o f  i n t e r e s t :  

 A busy time ahead 

 Raffle at Moy - big 

prizes. 

 Events list 

 Mink — be vigilant 

 More articles can 

be found at 

www.nessandbeauly.

org.uk 
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Thank you to all 

our volunteers 

for your efforts.  

If you would 

like to volunteer 

then please 

contact the trust 

office. 

Scottish Mink Initiative 

Moray Firth Trout Initiative 

Up and coming events... 

29/07/2015 

Pearl Mussels with High-

land Ranger Service on 

the River Moriston. 

31/07/2015 

River to Firth—A Fish’s  

tale with Highland 

Ranger Service, Moray 

Firth Trout Initiative. 

07/08/2015 

Highland Sports Fair, 

Moy 

13/08/2015 

First time fishermen with 

Great Glen Way Ranger Ser-

vice and Moray Firth Trout 

Initiative at  Lochan Màm-

Chuil  

31/08/2015-05/09/2015 

Scotlands Salmon Festival 

Inverness 

More information can be 

found at 

www.scotlandsalmonfestival.org/ 

27/09/2015 

River Festival 

Nairn,Lossie and Find-

horn Fisheries Trust.  

practice runs the net was 

fishing great. Although 

no fish were caught, 

probably as a result of 

timing rather than our 

technique we did catch a 

number of salmon parr. 

It is hoped to try this site 

The trust carried out a 

netting operation at the 

mouth of the River 

Beauly in early June. This 

was a new site which 

presented us with very 

different conditions to 

previous sites within the 

firth. After a number of 

again in July/August in 

the hope that the Sea 

Trout will be running. If 

you would like to get 

involved then please con-

tact the trust office. 

ous sightings have oc-

curred recently with a 

family of 9 seen on the 

Ness. We have had two-

captures so far, one on 

the Beauly catchment 

and one on the Ness 

catchment. 

Please contact the trust if 

you have seen a sus-

pected mink whether 

alive or dead. 

If you would like to vol-

unteer to monitor a raft 

then we will provide all 

equipment. Please con-

tact the trust office. 

The Scottish Mink Initia-

tive aims to remove 

breeding American 

mink from north Scot-

land and covers an area 

of 20,000 km2. 

Its that time of year 

again, Kitts will now be 

leaving their home nests 

and dispersing. Numer-
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Scale sampling. 
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2014 saw the introduction 
of a comprehensive 
salmon scale sampling and 
ageing programme on the 
Ness  Catchment, this was 
extended to the Beauly 
catchment in 2015. The 
ageing of fish is an impor-
tant fisheries management 
tool. 
 A total of 46 Ness and 22 
Beauly salmon scale sam-
ples have been read so far 
this season (a number of 
the Beauly samples were 
historical). This is a really 
good start and is likely to 

result in a robust scale 
sample this year (75 in 
total submitted for the 
season last year). 
 Of particular interest was 
a 21lb coloured ‘spring’ 
salmon caught and re-
leased on the 16th May 
2015 at the River Garry 
estuary (Ness system) (see 
attached photo). This fish 
was found to be a repeat 
spawner, which spent two 
years in freshwater fol-
lowed by two years in the 
sea before returning to 
spawn. The fish survived 

the spawning process and 
returned to the sea as a 
kelt. It spent another year 
at sea before being caught 
on its return to spawn for 

ange external anchor tag 
number 77. 
Our records indicate that 
this fish had been caught 
and released by Angus 
MacGruer fishing the fly in 
the River Oich estuary ear-
lier in the week on Monday 
the 4th May 2015. Mr 
Mackenzie reported that, 
even on its second capture, 
the fish was very ‘fresh and 

Good numbers of salmon 
are also being tagged 
throughout the Ness and 
Beauly systems. A number 
of recaptures have been 
r e p o r t e d .  A n g u s 
Mackenzie caught a 
‘spring’ salmon from the 
vicinity of the River Moris-
ton estuary on Saturday 
9th May 2015. The fish was 
found to be carrying or-

frisky’ showing no signs 
of being caught a few 
days before. The results 
of our tagging pro-
gramme to date have 
proved to be extremely 
interesting. 
Many thanks to Chris 
Blake for reporting his 
capture of a tagged 
salmon (Yellow 112) 
from Loch Ness on Sat-

trofishing and looking at the 

fish gills for evidence of glochi-

dia. Only one fish was carrying 

glochidia but at a high level so 

it was assumed that it was one 

of last years encysted fish. 

Due to the habits of juvenile 

trout and salmon this was al-

ways going to be difficult...the 

proverbial needle in a haystack 

but it was met with some suc-

cess. We also checked on the 

naturally encysted fish to try 

and ascertain when glochidia 

may drop off. Fish were still 

carrying glochidia in June 

which is later than in West 

Coast  rivers.  

In addition we have visited a 

number of schools in  the area 

Pearls in Peril is a national pro-

ject aimed at conserving exist-

ing populations of the Fresh-

w a t e r  P e a r l  M u s s e l 

(Margeritifera margaritifera). 

After our successful encyst-

ment the trust revisited the the 

sites to monitor glochidial 

loadings on the fish we en-

cysted. This involved elec-

Pearls in Peril Life + Project 

Tagging 

Each Pearl 

mussel can 

filter 50 

litres of 

water per 

day. 

 

The fish was origi-
nally caught on the 
5th June 2015 as a 
13lb 'fresh' fish from 
the bottom beat of 
Dochfour Fishing 
(tail of the Island) 
by Davy Stewart. 
If handled correctly 
fish do survive to 
continue their jour-
ney. 



number of broad policy op-
tions including the balance of 
functions between local and 
national levels, funding, sci-
ence and skills, regulation and 
compliance and promoting 
access and opportunity and 
careers in fishing. The consul-
tation document can be 
viewed at  
www.gov.scot/
Resource/0047/00477011.pdf. 
  
 Licence Killing of Salmon – 
On the 23rd July 2015, Scottish 
Ministers advertised their 
intention to create a licensing 
system and carcass tagging 
regime as well as a prohibi-
tion on the killing of salmon 
out-with estuary limits 
through regulations. This fol-
lows the public consultation 
earlier this year on the pro-
posed conservation measures 

A paper published by the 
Scottish Government on the 
15th May 2015 confirmed 
their commitment to the 
reform of wild fisheries, 
which will result in a new 
management system de-
signed to meet the chal-
lenges and opportunities of 
the 21st century. The paper 
also sets out the Govern-
ment’s response to the inde-
pendent Wild Fisheries Re-
view. It outlines the funda-
mental principles on which 
the new system will be built, 
and commits to developing 
a national wild fisheries 
strategy for the management 
of all freshwater and migra-
tory fish species. 
  
The wild fisheries paper 
includes a consultation 
which seeks views on a 

to introduce a licensing sys-
tem for the killing of any 
wild salmon in Scotland 
together with associated 
carcass tagging and baits 
and lures regulations. 
 

AND FINALLY 
So a busy time ahead but 
very interesting nonetheless, 
hopefully we will be lucky 
with conditions and have 
some interesting  news in 
our next newsletter.  
 
Tight lines one and all. 
 
Chris Daphne 

Corff House 

Beauly 

Inverness-shire 

 

Phone: 01463 783505 

Email: nessandbeauly@gmail.com 

Web:   nessandbeauly.org.uk 

Twitter: Nbeauly@twitter.com 
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For further information on any of these ar-

ticles or for information regarding the trust 

please contact the editor  Chris Daphne at 

the trust office. 

Ness and Beauly Fisheries Trust 

Wild Fisheries Reform 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477011.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00477011.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 


